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I welcome dear readers to the 182nd issue of CJ! 

This month marks our 128th Anniversary. It is with great honor and pride we 
celebrate the anniversary of Maldives Customs Service. MCS is the oldest insti-
tution in the Maldives and to be a part of this esteemed organization serving 
our country, we are truly blessed. Customs has a long history based on respect 
and integrity as the main pillars, it is in our hands to carry forward the baton to 
the future generations with utmost commitment, empathy and agility.

On this jubilant occasion, Customs Officers serving the nation from all over the 
country gathered to mark the day. We started our day with a special dhu’a ask-
ing for the blessings from Allah for us, our organization and country in whole. 
As we all sang the Customs Nidha (Customs Song), which reflects the love we 
have for our organization and country, it gave us a moment to appreciate what 
we have achieved over the past years and to renew our aims and goals for the 
future. 

As the Customs Nidhaa proclaims we are here to serve the citizens and our 
beloved country with utmost integrity. We are determined to be mindful and 
obey the laws, regulations of our country and vigilant in guidelines in which 
our services are aligned. It is of highest consideration that we would respect 
the state, government and treat all citizens just and fair in accordance with the 
rules and regulation. We should always be considerate in keeping our names 
and organizations image dignified in the highest regard. 

Today, let us all aim to keep our minds focused steadfastly on attaining our 
vision which is to become a world-class Customs service. In today’s fast-paced 
world where technological advancements are taking place round the clock, we 
are aimed to embrace the developments to align with our services to give the 
best to our citizens and the global community. As we mark our anniversary, it 
gives us great contentment that most of our services are online which saves a 
lot of time, money and help us go green. It is with tremendous joy to see our 
officers attaining success in the careers nationally and internationally. 

Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made 
headlines in the past month. Happy reading everyone! 

 

aishath.wilny@customs.gov.mv

Editor’s Note

Directives
Aishath Willinee
Chief Customs Officer

Aishath Willinee
Editor

Monitoring of Goods released under special 
permits and vessels under customs control 

 
CG Directive 35/2018, states that the procedural guidelines applicable for monitoring of vessels 
carrying restricted goods like alcohol and those traveling to atolls for unloading of cargo imported 
for resorts and development projects across the country has been revised and published.



Total 771g
Seized Drug :  Heroin
                       
Nationality:  Maldivian

Gender: Male

Age: 31

Seized Date: 15th July 2018

Total 5.46kg
Seized Drug :  Cannabis
                       
Nationality:  Bangladeshi

Gender: Male

Age: 30

Seized Date: 18th July 2018

Concealed inside luggage  Concealed inside luggage  

DRUG SEIZURES

Total 2.05kg
Seized Drug :  Heroin
                       
Nationality:  Tanzanian

Gender: Female

Age: 23

Seized Date: 19th July 2018

Concealed inside luggage  

ENFORCEMENT
Hamdhoon Faisal
Senior Customs Officer I

Concealed inside luggage  



INTERNATIONAL
Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

Seventh SASEC Customs Subgroup Meeting, 
Sri Lanka

Senior Superintendent Ahmed Niyaz, Senior Superintendent Faruhad Dawood and Chief Cus-
toms Officer Zoona Ahmed attended the Sevent South Asia Subregional Economic Coopera-
tion (SASEC) Customs Subgroup Meeting (SCS-7) held in Colombo, Sri Lanka from 30 to 31 July 

2018.  The meeting was organized by Sri Lanka Customs, Ministry of Finance, in collaboration with 
the Asian Development Bank and funded by Asian Development Bank.
The main objective of the meeting was to, 

• Review implementation status of subregional and national projects in the SCS Work Plan 
2014–2018; 

• Discuss ongoing Customs-related projects under the SASEC Operational Plan 2016–2025 
and projects under preparation; 

• Share updates on the application of Electronic Cargo Tracking System for Customs and 
transport facilitation; 

• Discuss findings of the SASEC study on coordinated development of border infrastructure, 
launched in 2017; 

• Share findings of SASEC national and regional diagnostic studies on sanitary-phytosanitary 
and technical barriers to trade; and 

• Discuss subregional capacity-building activities in SCS priority areas.

WCO Asia/Pacific High-Level Regional Sem-
inar on the ‘Cross-Border E-Commerce 
Framework of Standards’, India

Chief Customs Officer Ibrahim Shareef at-
tended the WCO Asia/Pacific High-Level 
Regional Seminar on the ‘Cross-Border 

E-Commerce Framework of Standards’ held in 
New Delhi, India from 16 to 17 July 2018. The 
event was organized by the WCO, in coopera-
tion with the Asia/Pacific Regional Office for Ca-
pacity Building (ROCB A/P) and Indian Customs 
and sponsored by the Customs Cooperation 
Fund of Japan (CCF/Japan).

This was the first event organized for the 
launching of the Framework of Standards on 
Cross-Border E-Commerce after its adoption 
by the WCO Council last month.

The Seminar focused on multiple facets of 
cross-border e-commerce that included its 
exponential growth, benefits, opportunities, 
challenges and related solutions. In particu-
lar, the experts from the WCO and Customs 
administrations of the Region highlighted the 
need for the exchange of advance electronic 
data between e-commerce stakeholders (e.g. 
e-platforms/marketplaces, postal operators 
and express service providers) for a dynam-

ic risk management approach attuned to the 
e-commerce context, as well as the use of cut-
ting-edge technologies such as Data Analytics, 
Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and 
Block chain, for enhanced facilitation, effective 
risk management (including security and prod-
uct safety) and efficient revenue collection. 

Some other key suggestions stemming from 
the Seminar included:  identity management of 
the actual buyer and seller, the exchange of or-
der data, payment data and logistics data, legal 
arrangements for data sharing including data 
privacy and protection, and simplified return 
and refund procedures. These suggestions will 
be considered by the WCO when further en-
riching the Framework of Standards with tech-
nical specifications and additional resource 
guidance.

The Seminar equally underlined the impor-
tance of partnerships, public awareness, out-
reach and capacity building for a secure and 
balanced development of cross-border e-com-
merce, benefiting all.



The CBCTI Experts Workshop on Harmo-
nized System for Asia Pacific Customs Offi-
cials, South Korea

Customs Officer Grade 3 Mohamed Faizan 
attended ‘The CBCTI Experts Workshop 
on Harmonized System for Asia Pacific 

Customs Officials’ held in Cheonan City, South 
Korea from 17 to 25 July 2018. The workshop 
was organized and funded by Customs Border 
Control Training Institute (CBCTI).

The workshop served as a useful venue for par-
ticipants to exchange information on main is-
sues regarding HS classification of participating 
countries and compare customs administra-
tion of each nation.

INTERNATIONAL

Seminar on Free Trade Agreement Capacity 
Building for Maldives, China 

Senior Customs Officer Grade 3 Aminath 
Mohamed attended ‘Seminar on Free 
Trade Agreement Capacity Building for 

Maldives’ held in Beijing from 3 to 16 July 2018. 
The seminar was organized and funded by the  
Government of People’s Republic of China.

The seminar was aimed at teaching managerial 
experience and practical techniques, promot-
ing the traditional friendship and cooperation 
in fields like economy and trade between China 
and other developing countries and meanwhile 
accelerating human resource development and 
economic social progress in those countries.

LOCAL
Hawwa Suma
Customs Officer II

Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 
and Explosive Commodities Identification 
Training (CBRNE, CIT)

Thirteen officers successfully completed a 
5-day “Regional Workshop on Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Explo-

sive Commodity Identification (CBRN-CIT)” fa-
cilitated by the US Export Control and Related 
Border Security (EXBS) Program of the Depart-
ment of State, conducted from 08th to 12th 
July 2018 at Paradise Island Resort. The training 
was inaugurated by the Director General of the 
National Counter Terrorism Center Brigadier 
General Zakariyya Mansoor.  

The program was attended by officials from 
concerned agencies of the Maldives, Sri Lanka 
as well as Afghanistan.

The objective of the workshop was to enhance 
national capacities and capabilities to recognize 
and interdict CBRNE commodities of concern 
in order to prevent their use in terrorist activ-
ities. The training included instruction on the 
Non-State Actor Threat, International Norms, 
CBRNE Materials and Equipment, Commodity 
Acquisition, and Clandestine Laboratory Indi-
cators while case studies and exercises were 
used throughout the training to promote prac-
tical comprehension of the terrorist threat and 
CBRNE commodities.  



Youth Millennium Assets Series Programme 

Customer Service Training 

A One-day training on Youth Millennium Assets Series Programme was conducted by Regional 
Alliance for Fostering Youth (RAFY) on 14th July 2018. The session was attended by 07 staff 
of Customs. 

The programme was designed to unleash the youth assets of national development providing the 
perfect platform to boost confidence and empower the participants whilst meeting and sharing 
with other excelling members of the youth. 

Three officers from Maldives Customs Service took part in the one-day Customer Service Train-
ing conducted by the Focus Education Center which was held on 14th July 2018. 

The training was aimed at developing skills and behaviors to offer exceptional customer care. 

Skills for Administrative Staff Training 

Three officers from Maldives Customs Service successfully completed a one day “Skills for Ad-
ministrative Staff” training facilitated by the Focus Education Center which was held on 30th 
July 2018. 

The objectives of the trainings were to understand the importance of professional presence on the 
job, learn how to self-manage to become more effective and efficient, improve communications 
skulls including listening, questioning, and being more assertive, and increase effectiveness in rec-
ognizing and managing conflict, and dealing with difficult people.  

Proliferation Related Shipments in an Air-
port Related Environment Training 

Domestic Appliances Safety Training

One female officer from Maldives Customs Service took part in the “Domestic appliances Safe-
ty Training” conducted by the Maldives Institute of Technology, held from 17th to 18th July 
2018. 

The main objective of the training was to empower women through skills training while the training 
was aimed to develop knowledge and skills related to basic electrical safety, safe operation of com-
monly used domestic appliances, effective handling of domestic electrical systems used across 
homed, and effective utilization of domestic air-conditions and refrigerators. 

LOCAL

United States Department of State Export 
Control and Related Border Security 
(EXBS) conducted a 4 day “Proliferation 

Related Shipment in an Airport Related Envi-
ronment Training” for 25 officers of Maldives 
Customs Service which was held from 29th July 
to 01st August 2018 at Customs Building.
  
The training was aimed at detection, identifi-
cation, and interdiction of illicit counter band 
including materials used to develop WMD and 
their delivery systems in an international air-
port environment. The training also included 
exercises in searches of international flights, air 
cargo, and passengers. 

The Closing Ceremony of the training was hon-
ored by Customs Minister, Minister of Home Af-
fairs Hon. Azleen Ahmed. Minister in his speech 
expressed his gratitude and appreciation to 
the US government for their continuous sup-
port and assistance being provided towards 
capacity building needs of Customs and other 
organizations in the area of border security. 
He urged Customs officers to apply the knowl-
edge acquired by the training in identifying and 
counter the illegal activities faced while on duty.



Maldives Customs Service celebrated its 128th Anniversary on 18th July 2018 with a special 
Flag Hoisting Ceremony held in the morning in front of Customs Headquarters. The Chief 
Guest of the Ceremony Minister of Home Affairs Honorable Azleen Ahmed hoisted the Na-

tional Flag, while Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Mohamed Junaid hoisted the Customs 
Flag. 

Speaking at the ceremony Minister Azleen Ahmed urged Customs officers to maintain their integri-
ty in serving the nation. Furthermore, he highlighted that the honesty of Customs officers has been 
demonstrated throughout the long history of the Institution. Minister Azleen thanked the Customs 
officers for their commitment in protecting and guarding the borders, while emphasizing on the 
importance of the role of Customs in the development of the country. He extended his heartfelt 
greetings and felicitations of the occasion to the Commissioner General Mr. Mohamed Junaid, Cus-
toms staff of the past, present and their families, and to every member of the public who receives 
the services of Customs. 

A special prayer for the occasion was also said in the ceremony. The prayer was led by Senior 
Superintendent Mohamed Nizar. Regional Officers also joined the celebrations with flag hoisting 
ceremonies at their respective offices. 

EVENTS
Mohamed Moosa
Customs Officer  II

Anniversary Flag Hoisting Ceremony 



EVENTS



A Special Ceremony was held on 5th July 
2018 to mark the arrival of fisrt Cargo 
Vessel to the Maamigili International port. 

The ceremony was attended by Commissioner 
General of Customs, Mr. Mohamed Junaid and 
senior officials from various border and stake-
holder agencies.

Maamigili International Port was inaugurat-
ed by Minister of Economic Development, Mr. 
Mohamed Saeed on 2nd May 2018. An area of 
600m from the 1300m Maamigili Port area was 
designated as the International Port area and 
will be operated by Maldives Ports Limited. The 
main objective of a designated International 
port in the region is to divert the clearance of 
Break-Bulk Cargo to this area and to minimize 
the congestion to the central commercial port 
in Male’. In addition to these, perishables to the 
nearby resorts will be cleared from the newly 
opened port. 

According to CEO of Maldives Ports Limited, Mr. 
Abdul Razzaq Haleem, Maamigili International 
Port will be further developed and in the near 
future, services such as Bond facilities, Ware-
house/Storages and fuel and water stations will 
be established.

Maamigili Port mark the arrival of first Car-
go Vessel

EVENTS

Commissioner General’s Visit to
 Ga. Villingili Customs

Commissioner General of Cus-
toms, Mr. Mohamed Junaid 
met with the staff of Ga. Vil-

lingili Customs on 7th July 2018. This 
was the first visit to Villingili Customs 
since he was appointed as CG in 
June 2018.

The main objective of the visit was 
to reach out to the regional officers 
living in Villingili Customs and to see 
how our services can be expanded 
and improved in the area.



Ameeniya School

EVENTS



Abdulla Mohamed

Senior Customs Officer I



CCO Uz.Ibrahim Rasheed receives the 
National Award 

Congratulations Chief Customs Officer Uz.Ibrahim Rasheed on receiving the National Award 
as one of the honourees who achieved the highest ranking in a higher academic course or 
training course. 

Uz. Ibrahim topped the Masters of Shariah Course conducted by Villa College in 2016.

We are proud of you!

We are proud of you
Aishath Willinee
Chief Customs Officer 



The CIF value of goods imported during July increased by 38% com-
pared to June last year. Approximately MVR 2.96 billion worth of 
goods were imported during July 2017, whereas this year the fig-

ure was recorded at MVR 4.1 billion. Among the top importing coun-
tries, United Arab Emirates recorded the highest with 19% and China at 
the second with 18%.

The FOB value of goods exported during last July showed an increase 
of 30% to that of the same period last year, which is an increase from 
MVR 203 million in July 2017 to MVR 263 million in July 2018. The largest 
quantity of the exports was to Thailand which is 26% of the total ex-
ports for the month of July.

The total revenue collected through customs duty and other fees and 
fines during July 2018 showed an increase of 11% compared to that of 
July 2017. A total of MVR 282 million was collected through Customs 
duty last month.

STATISTICS
Hamdhoon Faisal

Senior Customs Officer  IMONTHLY STATISTICS  |  JULY 2018

Imports increases by 38% in July




