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Editor’s Note
Belated Eid Greetings!

Welcome dear readers to the 160th Issue of Customs Journal. 

Looking back at the activities of the past month, the top highlight of the month 
was the conclusion of the XL CRC Cup ’17. Team SOS won the championship of 
the tournament. This is the 2nd consecutive year they won the CRC Cup. The final 
match was played at Maafannu football grounds. Team SOS beat MT United in 
penalty shoot-out (4 – 3) as both teams were equaled by 2 – 2 at the end of the 
full time.

Last month, an agreement was been signed between Ooredoo and Maldives 
Customs Service to establish a Mobile Virtual Private Network (MVPN) to the 
officers of Maldives Customs Service.  Speaking after the signing, Commissioner 
General Mr. Shareef highlighted on the benefits of this service and emphasized 
that MCS is working steadfastly towards improving our ranking at the WCO’s 
doing business index and that work is ongoing to simplify the processes through 
the establishment of a national single window for ease of trade facilitation for 
importers and exporters. 

In a bid to expedite clearance of perishable cargo, special arrangements have 
been made at the sea port. A unit of Customs Examination has been set up inside 
the perishable cargo warehouse located at Male’ sea port area. With this change, 
declarations can now be accessed and goods released inside the facility premises, 
thereby lessening the time it used to take before. 

A ceremony was held on 28th June 2016 to officially bid farewell to six officers 
who have retired from service. In this special ceremony, a certificate of recognition 
and appreciation along with a retirement card was awarded to the officers. 
Commissioner General thanked the officers for their long and sincere service 
rendered to the organization.

Following tradition, the annual Iftar was held for Customs officers at Giyasuddin 
International School on 30th June 2016. This gathering was attended by 
Commissioner General of Customs Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed, Deputy 
Commissioner Ismail Abdulla, Senior Executives and other Officers along with their 
family members. Overall around 400 officers and family members participated in 
the breakfast.

Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made 
headlines in the past month. Happy reading everyone! 

liusha@customs.gov.mv

Aminath Liusa
Editor
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DIRECTIVES

Guidelines for 
Staff Rotation 
Established

The Commissioner General, in his directive 27/2016, has published the 
guidelines and procedures for staff rotation and changing sections of officers.  
The purpose of these guidelines are to assert compliance with international 
conventions and best practices in the process of staff rotation, while building 
the capacity and improving the skillset of officers.

According to the new guidelines, the working section of an officer shall be 
determined by the Human Resources Management Section with the advice 
from the Commissioner General. An officer can work in a particular section 
for a period of not more than 3 Gregorian years. Technical staff working in 
sections such as Information Technology and Transport and Maintenance are 
exempted from this regulation. 

Additionally, officers who have served more than 25 years have to undergo an 
examination to determine their level of competence in the work field. Officers 
who do not achieve the required scores shall be allocated to a section fit for 
their level of competence. 

Officers themselves also may request to change their section due to health or 
familial circumstances, personal interest or due to change in living conditions. 

Deputy Head of Air Cargo Examination Section: CCO Ibrahim Razeef

Deputy Head of Air Cargo Documentation Section: CCO Moosa Naseer

Officer In Charge of Administration Section: CCO Ahmed Haroon

Officer In Charge of Passenger Clearance Section: CCO Ibrahim Shareef

Officer In Charge of Bonded Warehouse Section: CCO Abdulla Shanoon Ahmed

Appointments and Transfers

27/2016
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Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and CEO of Ooredoo Maldives Mr. Vikram Sinha signs the MoU on 
establishing an MVPN.
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An agreement has been signed between Ooredoo and 
Maldives Customs Service to establish a Mobile Virtual 
Private Network (MVPN) to the officers of Maldives 
Customs Service.

In a ceremony held at Maldives Customs Service, the 
agreement was signed by the Commissioner General of 
Customs, Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and the Chief 
Executive Officer of Ooredoo Maldives, Mr. Vikram Sinha.

Speaking after the signing, Commissioner General Mr. 
Shareef expressed his gratitude for initiating this service 
for Customs officers. He highlighted on the benefits 
of this service and emphasized that MCS is working 
steadfastly towards improving our ranking at the WCO’s 
doing business index and that work is on going to 
simplify the processes through the establishment of 
a national single window for ease of trade facilitation 

NEWS

MCS signs 
MOU with 
Ooredoo on 
establishing 
an MVPN

for importers and exporters. He further added that 
the success of all these require faster connectivity and 
better communication facilities.

Mr. Vikram Sinha in his speech highlighted that 
Maldives Customs Service is an institution that provides 
an important service to the nation and that the 
introduction of the MVPN would further enhance the 
quality of services provided.

The introduction of MVPN unlimited will provide our 
officers with a private mobile network that will allow 
unlimited free calls and unlimited free SMS within 
the group. This is an efficient and cost effective 
communication method which ensures that all 
employees within the organization stay connected at all 
times.
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In a bid to expedite clearance 
of perishable cargo, special 
arrangements have been made at 
the sea port.

A unit of Customs Examination has 
been set up inside the perishable 
cargo warehouse located at Male’ 
sea port area. With this change, 

Measures Taken to Expedite Perishable Cargo 
Clearance

declarations can now be accessed 
and goods released inside the facility 
premises, thereby lessening the time 
it used to take before. 

Customs is working closely with the 
port operator, the Maldives Ports 
Limited, to look for ways of improving 
import and export cargo clearance 

processes. As such, a separate 
office was set up in Hulhumale 
recently to provide Customs 
service for shipments imported 
for tourist resorts and for special 
developmental projects taking place 
in the atolls. 
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Shafeeq Abdulla from Team 
Passenger Clearance blocks Abdulla 
Sanoon’s (Team Interdiction) shot. 
Meanwhile, Ahmed Shareef readies 
himself to catch the ball that was 
about to come his way.
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Bidding a Warm 
Farewell!

A ceremony was held on 28th June 2016 to officially bid farewell to six  Officers who 
have retired from service. The function was attended by Commissioner General of 
Customs Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed, Deputy Commissioner Ismail Abdulla and Senior 
Executives. In this special ceremony, a certificate of recognition and appreciation 
along with a retirement card was awarded to the officers. Commissioner General 
thanked the officers for their long and sincere service rendered to the organization.

Superintendent (Retired) – Ibrahim Latheef

Senior Customs Officer Grade 2 (Retired) -  Fathimath Shaheera

Customs Officer Grade 2 (Retired) -  Hassan Didi

Customs Officer Grade 2 (Retired) -  Mariyam Shazla

Customs Officer Grade 2 (Retired) -  Shadiya Zamir

Customs Officer Grade 2 (Retired) -  Asma Mohamed

We wish you all a happy and healthy future!
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An Iftar was held 
for Customs officers 
at Giyasuddin 
International School 
on 30th June 2016. 
This gathering 
was attended by 
Commissioner 
General of Customs 
Ibrahim Shareef 
Mohamed, Deputy 
Commissioner Ismail 
Abdulla, Senior 
Executives and 
other Officers along 
with their family 
members. Overall 
around 400 officers 
and family members 
participated in the 
breakfast.

Iftar 
held for 
Customs 
Officers
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Ahmed Abdulla from MT United  
dribbles the ball forward as 
Moosa Ali from Team Air Cargo 
approaches.
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CBCTI Experts Workshop on Harmonized 
System for Asia Pacific Customs Officials

South Asia Sub-regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) ASYCUDA 
Sub-regional Mechanism Meeting

On the 15th of May 2016, Chief 
Customs Officer, Aishath Wilny 
attended the “CBCTI Experts 
Workshop on Harmonized System 
For Asia Pacific Customs Officials” 
which was held in Korea, under the 
sponsorship of CBCTI.

The Workshop offered participants 
an opportunity to learn about Korea’s 
HS classification system and analysis 
system including the direction for 
revision of Harmonized Commodity 
Description and Coding System in 

Chief Superintendent, Ismail 
Hamdoon & Senior Superintendent 
Muaz Ali from Maldives Customs 
Service visited Nepal for the 
“South Asia Sub-regional Economic 
Cooperation (SASEC) ASYCUDA Sub-
regional Mechanism Meeting”. This 
Meeting funded by ADB was held on 
the 8th of June 2016.

TRAINING: INTERNATIONAL

2017, as well as HS classification of 
latest IT products and uncovered 
cases using analysis devices. 
The workshop provided a useful 
venue for participants to exchange 
information on main issues regarding 
HS classification of participating 
countries and compare customs 
administration of each nation.

Chief Customs Officer, Aishath 
Wilny returned after concluding the 
workshop on the 22nd of June 2016.

WCO Asia Pacific 
Regional Workshop 
on the WTO 
Trade Facilitation 
Agreement

On 6th June 2016, Superintendent 
Ibrahim Asim attended the “WCO 
Asia Pacific Regional Workshop 
on the WTO Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA)” which was held in 
Japan, under the sponsorship of the 
Japanese Customs Cooperation Fund 
(CCF/Japan).

This Workshop provided an 
opportunity for all the participants 
to take stock of the developments 
and national practices regarding 
implementation of the TFA 
provisions and learn from each 
other’s challenges and solutions. 
This Regional Workshop on the TFA 
mainly focused on more technical 
issues and allowed discussions on 
individual TFA Articles, including 
discussion on the legal requirements, 
benefits, available implementation 
tools and Members’ experiences. 

Ibrahim Asim returned back from the 
Workshop on the 10th of June 2016.

The Aim of the meeting was to share 
the member countries expectations 
for the sub regional collaboration and 
UNCTAD’s experience in establishing 
such a mechanism in other regions. 
In addition to this, this meeting had 
the objective of adopting a TOR 
for the mechanism including its 
operating modality and composition.

The meeting was scheduled from 08 
to 09 June 2016 in Nepal, and both 
the officers returned to Maldives.
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Post Operational Workshop under Project 
CADS

Chief Customs Officer, Adam Latheef 
attended the “Post Operational 
Workshop under Project CADS” 
which was held in Hong Kong on 
the 22nd of June 2016, under the 
sponsorship of the CCF/Korea.

This project aimed at evaluating the 
outcome of operations, promoting 
regional enforcement responses and 

proactive control against the drug 
trafficking by air passengers, as well 
as sharing techniques in profiling 
and strengthening the intelligence 
exchange in the AP Region.

Chief Customs Officer Adam Latheef 
after this Post Operational Workshop 
returned back on the 24th of June 
2016.

WCO Asia Pacific/Regional Workshop on the 
Compliance and Enforcement Package 
On the 20th of June 2016, Customs 
Officer Grade 3, Imad Mohamed 
attended the “WCO Asia Pacific/
Regional Workshop on the 
Compliance and Enforcement 
Package (CEP)” which was held in 
India, under the sponsorship of CCF/
Japan.

This Workshop provided a unique 

opportunity to gain comprehensive 
understanding of existing, and 
more recently developed tools and 
instruments available at the WCO, 
to help enable a more informed, 
structured and strategic application. 
It also allowed participants to share 
best practices, experiences, methods 
and approaches to operational 

WCO Asia/Pacific 
Regional Workshop 
on Risk Assessment 
and Selectivity with 
Advance Cargo 
Information
Chief Customs Officer, Ramla 
Ahmed attended the “WCO Asia/
Pacific Regional Workshop on 
Risk Assessment and Selectivity 
with Advance Cargo Information” 
scheduled on the 20th of June 2016.  
This workshop was sponsored by 
CCF/Japan.

This Workshop mainly focused on 
cargo risk assessment and selectivity, 
in particular the use of advance 
cargo information. It will also focus 
on the operational aspects of risk 
management in order to highlight 
the significant role of field-level 
operations in ensuring the success 
of the risk management plan.

One of the objectives of this 
Workshop was to bring Members 
to define a common approach to 
managing Customs risks that also 
enables Customs to speak the same 
language about the methodologies 
which are already available in the 
WCO Customs Risk Management 
Compendium. Other objectives of 
this Workshop included sharing 
best practices, along with identifying 
common challenges and discussions 
on operational aspects of risk 
management. 

The workshop concluded on the 
23rd of June 2016.
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JUNE 2016

MONTHLY
STATISTICS

2.8
billion

14%

Imports incl. fuel

2.5
billion

28%

Imports excl. fuel

218.4
million

24%

Exports

183.8
million

11%

Customs duty
Summary 
statistics of 
June 2016 
against 
June 2015

Information provided on this sheet 
may be subject to post-audit 
modications.

Imports are measured in CIF, 
exports in FOB, and  are given in 
Maldivian Currency

SKIPJACK (PREPARED,
PRESERVED)

20.9M

YELLOWFIN TUNA LOINS 
(FRESH OR CHILLED)

18.3M

EXPORTS
22%

19%

YELLOWFIN TUNAS
(FRESH OR CHILLED)

17.7M

19%

YELLOWFIN TUNA CHUNK
(FRESH OR CHILLED)

15.7M

16%

SKIPJACK (DRIED)
4.9M

5%

IRELAND
12.8M

FRANCE
15.3M

SWITZERLAND
7.3M

GERMANY
14.9m

SRI LANKA
15.9m

Major categories and 
top 5 exporting countries

MACHINERY AND 
ELECTRONICS

636.6M

FOOD ITEMS
570.2M

BASE METAL AND 
ARTICLES OF BASE METAL 

215.0M

CHEMICALS 
150.2M

VESSELS, AIRCRAFTS AND 
PARTS THEREOF 

109.1M

PLASTIC, RUBBER AND 
ARTICLES MADE OF THEM 

98.2M

ARTICLES OF STONE, PLASTER, 
CEMENT, ASBESTOS 

81.2M

TEXTILES AND 
TEXTILE ARTICLES 

69.4M

VEHICLES, PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

41.7M

IMPORTS

21%

24%

9%

4%

8%

4%

4%

3%
2%

INDIA
305.9M

MALAYSIA
172.3M

UAE
431.4M

SINGAPORE
411.0m

CHINA
336.9M

Major categories and 
top 5 importing countries

WOOD AND 
ARTICLES OF WOOD 

109.8M

6%

FUEL 
244.4M

3%
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Team SOS has won the championship of the 17th edition 
of the CRC Cup. This is the 2nd consecutive year they won 
the CRC Cup. The final match was played yesterday at 
Maafannu football grounds. Team SOS beat MT United in 
penalty shoot-out (4 – 3) as both teams were equaled by 
2 – 2 at the end of the full time.

The following are the winners of different categories. 

Champions – Team SOS

Runners up – MT United

Fair Play Team – Team Air Cargo

The best five players of the tournament are;

Mumthaz Abdul Rasheed – MT United

Abdul Bais Abdul Latheef – Team Air Cargo

Shafeeq Ahmed – Team Passenger Clearance

Hassan Noorish – Team SOS

Abdul Mueen Ahmed – Team SOS

The top scorer of the tournament was awarded to Abdul 
Bais Abdul Latheef of Team Air Cargo, with a total of 15 
goals. Best keeper of the tournament was awarded to 
Ibrahim Waheed of MT United.

The closing ceremony of the XL CRC Cup 17 was honored 
by the Club Chairperson Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and 
Special Invitee, Sales and Marketing Manager of BHM 
Traders Ibrahim Shareef and Executives of Customs and 
officers attended the ceremony.

This is the 17th consecutive year the tournament took 
place and is possibly the oldest such competition held in 
the country.

SPORTS

XL CRC Cup 17
CHAMPIONS

CHAMPIONS
Team SOS beats MT United
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CSR

In the conclusion ceremony of the 5th CRC Quran Competition 1437, held on 2nd July, 
certificates and awards were distributed to the participants by the Chief Guest Uz. Haisham 
Mohamed,  Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and executive 
staff of Customs.

The winners of the awards are as follows;

1st from under 6 age group (Female) – Aisha Aya Ahmed

1st from under 6 age group (Male) – Ahmed Fizan

1st from 6 – 10 age group (Female) - Ula Binth Moosa Ibrahim

1st from 6 – 10 age group (Male) – Halaf Hamid Ibrahim

1st from 10 – 15 age group – Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz

1st from 15+ age group – Dhimsha Hussain

1st from members’ category – Hussain Ahmed

1st from competition  - Dhimsha Hussain

2nd from competition  - Ula Binth Moosa Ibrahim

3rd from competition  - Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz

CRC Quran 
Competition
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Aminath Liusa (Editor)
Chief Customs Officer

Ahmed Niyaz
Senior Superintendent

Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

Ali Waheed
Senior Customs Officer I

Mohamed Shanan
Senior Customs Officer I

Mohamed Leen Abdulla
Customs Officer II

Shifna Waheed
Assistant Customs Officer

CJ Team


