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Editor’s Note

I welcome dear readers to the 181st issue of CJ!
As we move through life, there come days that we relive again and again every
year. There are times that though how hectic our schedule becomes, we make
time and put effort to celebrate the momentous occasions. This is common in
workplaces where everyone is constantly busy. It’s hard to get our eyes off the
computer monitors or put away the tasks in hand to look at our colleagues. We
sit in meetings, give our opinions and do what we think is the needful. Our days
are so in sync with our work clocks that when the time for joyous occasions
comes we tend to celebrate with our maximum effort.

Aishath Willinee This issue covers one of the most awaited time of the year. The joyous occasion
Editor of Ramazan and the happiness of Eid-ul Fitr. A month filled with prayers, contentment and lots of food. The most notable and awaited event in preparation
to welcome the Holy month of Ramazan is Maahefun. It is a traditional celebration where everybody gathers to have their last meal before fasting. Maahefun
is held in MCS every year, however this year the theme was aligned to reflect
the traditional aspect of it and prepared like never before. The beautiful décor, the traditional food and the Boduberu performed by our talented officers,
paved way for all of us to take a ride back in time. The most notable part of the
night was how everyone dressed traditionally. It was heartwarming see our
officers enjoying the night wearing traditional attires which added more colors
to the fun-filled night.
Though this issue covers celebrations and events, it is with a heavy heart we
bid farewell to the Commissioner General of Customs (Retired) Mr. Ibrahim
Shareef Mohamed. He was a great leader who led us with great enthusiasm.
His contribution to MCS is irreplaceable and the guidance given is invaluable.
We wish him a prosperous and happy retirement.
Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made
headlines in the past month. Happy reading everyone!

Special procedures for declarations pending for payments

CG Directive 27/2018, states that declarations pending for payments will not be viewed for examination until all dues relating to the declaration are cleared.
As per the directive release of shipments under special procedures mentioned in the article 130 of
the customs General Regulation should be approved using the e-CustomsPlus System.

aishath.wilny@customs.gov.mv

Also release of shipments under credit basis shall be approved using the e-CustomsPlus System
and required bills should be prepared and signed.

ENFORCEMENT
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DRUG SEIZURES
Concealed inside luggage
Total

2.053g

Seized Drug : Cannabis
Nationality: Bangladeshi
Gender: Male
Age: 34
Seized Date: 25th June 2018

Concealed inside luggage
Total Weight:

4.828kg

Seized Drug : Cannabis
Nationality: Bangladeshi
Gender: Male
Age: 19
Seized Date: 29th June 2018

MCS disposed confiscated alcohol products

D

isposal of the previously seized alcohol and products containing alcohol was carried out yesterday, at the garbage disposal area of the K. Thilafushi.

Major items destroyed included 10,412 bottles and 1350 cans containing alcohol, which were
seized during baggage examination at the Velana International Airport (VIA). Apart from these,
1537 food items containing alcohol and 1802 items containing advertisements of alcohol were
also among those destroyed yesterday. In addition to these, 2011 items of medicaments imported
without proper prescription and some 755 items conflicting to the Import Prohibition Act of the
Maldives were also listed among those destroyed yesterday.
These items were destroyed as per the required procedures enacted under Article 264, 423 and
424 of the Customs General Regulations.

INTERNATIONAL
Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

Superintendent Mohamed Adam attended
the 16th Regional Meeting of CWC National
Authorities of State Parties in Asia

S

uperintendent Mohamed Adam attended
the 16th Regional Meeting of CWC National Authorities of State Parties in Asia held
from 19th – 21st June 2018 at Thimphu, Bhutan.
The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) is
an international disarmament treaty aimed at
eliminating an entire category of weapons of
mass destruction by prohibiting the development, production, acquisition, stockpiling, retention, transfer or use of chemical weapons.

Superintendent Ahmed Safwath attended
the WCO Asia/Pacific Regional Workshop
on the Compliance and Enforcement Package (CEP)

S

uperintendent Ahmed Safwath attended the WCO Asia/Pacific Regional Workshop on the Compliance and Enforcement Package (CEP) held from 11th - 15th June 2018 at Nagoya, Japan.

Worlds Customs Organization (WCO), in cooperation with the Japan Customs and the ROCB A/P
organized the workshop which was sponsored by the Customs Cooperation Fund of Japan.
The Workshop provided a platform for participants to share practices, experiences, methods and
approaches to operational planning to address high-risk areas for Customs enforcement at the
global, regional and national levels. The experts explained on the CEP Toolkit, the WCO Networks
and IT Tools, the Post-Clearance Audits (PCA), Enforcement Cycle and Intelligence Cycle, etc. Participants shared their national practices and challenges via presentations, group discussions, and
exercises with a view to enriching their knowledge on the CEP.
Mr. Ahmed Safwath returned on 16th June 2018.

regime for scheduled chemicals. It was an opportunity for National Authorities, customs authorities, and representatives of the relevant
international and regional organizations to
discuss how to strengthen cooperation among
relevant stakeholders to improve the control of
cross-border movements of chemicals.
The last day of the three-day meeting (21 June)
they discussed on various national implemen-

The objectives of the meeting are to:
(a) To discuss the regional trends in the trade
in chemicals and the role of customs authorities in the CWC implementation, and to identify
customs needs and the ways to address them;
(b) To raise awareness amongst the customs
authorities and the National Authorities on the
regional and global projects and operations
which target illicit trade in dual-use chemicals;
(c) To discuss possible support to the National
Authorities, customs authorities and other national stakeholders, for the purpose of ensuring enforcement of the CWC transfers regime
of scheduled chemicals;
(d) To discuss and identify the CWC national implementation issues of particular importance to
the National Authorities of Asia, and to cultivate
bilateral and regional cooperation and support;
(e) To hold bilateral meetings with the Secretariat staff on issues pertaining to the national implementation, including progress on the
adoption of the national legislation and the implementation of Article VI requirements.
During the first two days, discussions and experiences were shared by the States Parties in
the region regarding national implementation
of the Convention, and in particular issues related to the trade in chemicals and the role of
customs in enforcing the Convention transfers

tation issues, and exchanged views on the challenges and opportunities for advancing the
fulfilment of their obligations under the Convention.
Mr.Mohamed Adam returned on 22nd June
2018.

INTERNATIONAL

LOCAL

Superintendent Ahmed Faheem and Chief
Customs Officer Adam Latheef attended
the Risk Profiling Workshop for Customs
Officers and National Ozone Officers of India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka

Hawwa Suma
Customs Officer II

S

uperintendent Ahmed Faheem
and Chief Customs Officer Adam
Latheef attended the Risk Profiling Workshop for Customs Officers
and National Ozone Officers of India,
Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka held
from 20th - 22nd June 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand.
This meeting was organized by the
UN Environment Ozon Action, South
Asia Network, Asia and Pacific Office.

Self Defense Training for Law Enforcement
Officers (Level 1)

The aim of the workshop was to assist customs of selected countries
to integrate risk profiling techniques
into ODS control enforcement.
The specific outcomes of the workshop included: better understanding of Montreal Protocol
trade control and facilitation measures, risk
profiling approaches and their application to
ODS trade, and initial draft of risk profiles for
ODS trade in their countries for further refinement and integration in the national customs
systems.

Ahmed Faheem and Adam Latheef returned on
23rd June 2018.

T

he Self Defense Training for Customs Officers was conducted from 25 April to 13
May 2018 at Customs Headquarters. The
Training was facilitated by instructors of the
Maldives Police Service (MPS).
The objective was to improve capacity of Customs officers who work at the frontline tactically and physically to protect themselves from
challenges they face at work and in personal life
and to overcome those challenges without fear
and hesitation.
The ceremony was officiated by the Commissioner General of Customs, Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and certificates were awarded
by the Assistant Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Ahmed Mohamed. Speaking at the ceremony,
Commissioner General expressed his gratitude
and appreciation to the Maldives Police Service
for their continuous assistance being provided

towards capacity building needs of Customs
and many other collaborative efforts undertaken together.

LOCAL

Commissioner General visits Addu Customs

C

ommissioner General of Customs
Mohamed Junaid met with officers
of Addu Customs on 25th June
2018, during his visit to the Addu City.
During his visit, appreciation certificates
were awarded to officers for their exceptional services in intercepting prohibited
and restricted items, while urging the
staff to provide faster and more efficient
services to traders.

Commissioner General meets with the
Commissioner of Police

Commissioner General meets with the Ambassador of Japan

Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Mohamed Junaid met with the Acting Commissioner of Police Mr. Abdulla Nawaz and discussed ways to further strengthen coordinated efforts at the border.
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Embassy of Japan in Maldives Mr. Kazumi
Endo paid a courtesy call on the Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Mohamed Junaid and discussed matters of mutual interest.

Information Session on Registered exporter
(REX)

A

one-day information Session on Registered exporter (REX) was conducted for Exporters at Maldives Customs Service on January 11 2018. This session was organized by Tariff and Statistic
Section.
A total of 6 exporters took part in the session. Information were given by officers who are expert
in the related field.

EVENTS

Mohamed Majid
Senior Customs Officer I

S

eventh Annual Quran Competition of the Customs Recreation Club (CRC) concluded on 11th
June 2018. The special Ceremony held to distribute prizes and certificates for winners was
officiated by the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Islamic Affairs Mr. Abdul Gafoor Ahmed.
In addition to him, the ceremony was attended the Commissioner General Mohamed Junaid and
senior officials of Customs.
This year’s tournament was divided into 5 categories, where staff and their family members are
invited to take-part. The various category winners are as follows:
Under 5 Category: 1st place - Azhan Yousuf Nizam
Under 7 Category: 1st place - Fathimath Laiba Areef
Under 9 Category: 1st Place – Niumathulla Nizar
Under 11 Category: 1st Place – Mohamed Shan Fathuhee
Over 18 Category: 1st place – Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz
The competition (all categories combined) was won by Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz, who was presented with an Umra Trip and various other prizes awarded by well-wishers. The 2nd and 3rd place was
won by Fathimath Shayan Fathuhee and Aishath Neeza Nizar respectively. Total prize awarded by
CRC and well-wishers was valued more than MVR 100,000.
The recitation which took place from 31st May – 06th June was judged by officials from Centre for
Holy Quran, Al Qari Abdulwahid Ahmed and Al Qari Ibrahim Ramzee. The main objective of this
tournament is to raise awareness on the Holy Quran and to prepare staff to recite Quran in accordance with the prescribed manner.
Officers from Maldives Customs Service took part in the Inter Office/Company 1439 Quran Competition organized by Ministry Of Islamic Affairs.

EVENTS

S

1439

pecial “Maahefun” was held at Customs Headquarters on 12th May 2018, as a customary
event to welcome the Holy Month of Ramazan. In the Function, Sheikh Abdul Azeez Hussain of
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs delivered a special speech on improving our spiritual well-being
during the Holy Month.

EVENTS

EVENTS

A Special Ceremony was held to bid farewell
to the Commissioner General of Customs
(Retired) Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed

A

special Ceremony was held to bid farewell
to the Commissioner General of Customs
(Retired) Mr. Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed,
which was attended by his family, Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Mohamed Junaid
and executives of Customs.
During his tenure as the Commissioner General
of Customs, Mr. Shareef, who was appointed by
the President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom
as the Commissioner General of Customs on
24 April 2016, immensely contributed on various areas of Customs. A special interest was
given on strengthening human resource management, information technology and Customs
modernization and on improving staff welfare.
In the Ceremony, the Plaque of recognition and
Retirement Card were presented to Mr. Shareef, by the Commissioner General of Customs
Mohamed Junaid.

MCS bid farewell to Senior Superintendent
(Retired) Ms. Khadeeja Moosa

A

special Ceremony was held today to bid
farewell to the Senior Superintendent (Retired) Ms. Khadeeja Moosa, which was attended by her family, Commissioner General of
Customs Ibrahim Shareef Mohamed and members of the Senior Management.
Ms. Khadeeja who joined Customs on 26th
April 1992 has immensely contributed on various areas of Customs, especially to establish a
comprehensive system for classification of import and export items according to the World
Customs Organization - Organisation Mondiale
des Douanes Harmonized System Convention.
Ms. Khadeeja is also a WCO accredited expert
on Harmonized System (HS).
We wish her a prosperous and happy retirement.

EVENTS

Ameeniya School

Villa International High School

Ali Zubair
Chief Customs Officer

What is Rules of Origin and why does it
matter?

D

etermining where a product comes from is not always easy when raw materials and parts trade
around the world as inputs in productions of other goods. Globalization and advancement
in technology, transportation and communications have increased the interconnectedness
resulting proliferation preferential trade and regional integration. Rules of origin are instrumental
in the enforcement of these trade agreements, protection of customs revenue and application of
trade policy measures. Preferential Agreements open up market to goods from partner country
while rules of origin limit the preferential market access to goods originating in the partner country and avoid transshipment and trade deflection. As one might expect, the exporting country or
country the products come from is not necessarily the “producer” of the goods or origin of the
goods. In the current supply chain, goods are often produced using various components, parts or
resources from different countries and determination of origin of the goods may be complex. The
laws, regulations and administrative rulings applied by governments to determine the country of
origin are called “Rules of Origin”.
In simple words, Rules of Origin are how customs classify the economic nationality of the goods.
Determination of the “nationality” of the goods is important for Customs clearance particularly in
the case of preferential trading environment. Preferential Rules of origins are designed to ensure
FTAs and PTAs benefit only the intended countries. After the classification and the valuation, the
determination of the country of origin is the third key element in the assessment of Customs duties and taxes. Moreover, determination of origin is needed for the application of other trade policy measures of the World Trade Organization (WTO) such as application of Most-Favored-Nation
(MFN) treatment, anti-dumping and trade statistics. Fraudulent use of origin or incorrect origin
marking and declaration risks illicit trade. For example, in the Maldivian context, products originated from Israel requires a special approval from the relevant Ministry and importing under false
origin declaration is illegal.
There are two main types of Rules of Origin; preferential rules of origin is used in the application

of free trade Agreements and preferential trade such as GSP schemes while non-preferential origin is used in application of various trade policies as depicted below. According to notifications to
the WTO, only one third of the WTO Members applies national rules of origin for non-preferential
trade, proving that majority of countries do not apply specific legislation related to non-preferential
rules of origin.

The methods used to determine the origin varies between countries. If the good is obtained from single country or “wholly obtained”
from one country, it is easier to determine the origin of goods because that particular country is the origin of the good. Wholly obtained goods are usually goods made from natural products that
are entirely obtained in one country comprising products extracted,
harvested in a country and live animals born or hunted in a country. When complex goods such as motor cars are produced from
imported materials having myriad of components from different
countries, the determination of the origin of the goods is difficult
because they should undergo “sufficient transformation” to originate from that particular country. Simple operations such as simple
assembly, painting or bulk breaking do no confer originating status.
In general, the economic origin of the good is where the “last substantial transformation” took place. This may be determined based
on the changes in classification of product, amount of value addition or involvement of specific processing or manufacturing or combination of them.

The customs staffs working in both declaration processing and goods clearance need
to be familiar with the administrative procedures, certification and verification of origin.

It is imminent that the first bilateral free trade Agreement of the
Maldives between China and Maldives will be in force covering over
95% of the tariff lines. The Hong Kong Maldives FTA will follow it as
both States have almost concluded the negotiations. The government also expressed interest in other FTAs. This change in the strategic direction towards regional integration entails strategic changes in customs work as well.

Administrative procedures related to the origin of the goods is a
burden to the importers while ensuring origin compliance is challenging to customs. Thus, to prevent unnecessary obstacles to the
flow of international trade and promote liberalization and expansion
of international trade, WTO members signed Agreement on Rules
of Origin that established the Harmonization Work Programme to
non-preferential Rules of Origin.
One of the first international instrument to deal with rules of origin
was the WCO Kyoto Convention, more specifically the Annex K that
defined the rules of origin as “specific provisions, developed from
principles established by national legislation or international agreements applied by a country to determine the origin of goods”. WCO
has published various tools and instruments such as origin compendium and handbook on rules of origin to help member countries in rules of origin enforcement.

It is expected, unlike SAFTA, China Maldives
FTA will have significant preferential trade
once it is implemented. Customs need to
train relevant staff on detection of origin
fraud and irregularities while goods are been
given preferential treatment under the FTA.
Customs have been collecting origin of the
goods and origin has been a mandatory requirement in the commercial invoice. It is
an integral component of customs statistics
as internationally the trading country is the
goods originating country. Origin of goods
and rules of origin has become prominent
feature of international trading system and
rules of origin has been one of the main customs focus area. Customs staffs need to be
familiar with origin tools and related procedures. Obviously, rules origin will be a subject that needs to be discussed more often
as implementation of origin will be integral
part of customs work in near future.

Ahmed Faheem
Superintendent
Abdulla Mohamed
Senior Customs Officer I

We are proud of you

SPORTS

Mohamed Majid
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Ramazan Cricket Carnival 2018

CCO Husna Mohamed wins Addu Marathon

C

C

ustoms Recreation Club took part in the
Ramazan Cricket Fiesta and were defeated by the President’s Office during the final match.

hief Customs Officer Husna Mohamed
(Husy) leaves all behind in the Half Marathon (Women) category of the Addu Marathon 2018 to claim the gold medal. Husna
completed the run in 2 hours 5 minutes and
19 seconds. Addu Marathon 2018 held on 29th
June 2018 at Addu City was an initiative of I-runners Maldives.
This is the 3rd distant run participated by Husna
with claiming medals on the previous two occasions as well. Husy finished the Addu Marathon
held this February with a bronze while finishing
first place in the Half Marathon category of recently held TFG Marathon.
In addition to running, Husy has been a decorated figure in the Maldives Sports Industry featuring at the top level of several sports including
Basketball, Netball and Handball. Husy is also
the current captain of the Women’s National
Basketball of the Maldives. Husy has represented Maldives in international tournaments with
Handball and Basketball National Team.

Some of the notable achievements in her astonishing career includes Bronze Medal in the
South Asian Basketball Association Championship held Nepal and winning 2010 Haveeru Sports Award while she has been a regular
nomination for the Award since it began.
Apart from sports, Husna Mohamed is a hardworking Officer at Maldives Customs. As an Officer In-charge in the Hulhumale’ Customs, she is
assigned with lots of responsibilities to ensure
the smooth running of the section. Despite
being a responsible mother with two beautiful
kids and a hardworking staff at Office, Husy has
been shining in the Sports Industry for the best
of last two decades. On behalf of Customs Journal Team, we wish her a fruitful journey both in
her personal and professional life.

STATISTICS
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T

MAY

he CIF value of goods imported during June increased by 3% compared to May last year.
Approximately MVR 3.4 billion worth of goods were imported during May 2017, whereas this
year the figure was recorded at MVR 3.5 billion. Among the top importing countries, China
recorded the highest with 19% and U.A.E at the second with 17%.
The total revenue collected through customs duty and other fees and fines during May 2018
showed an decrease of 10% compared to that of May 2017. A total of MVR 215 million was collected through Customs duty last month.
The FOB value of goods exported during last May showed an decrease of 38% to that of the same
period last year, which is a decrease from MVR 326 million in June 2016 to MVR 201 million in June
2017. The largest quantity of the exports was to Thailand which is 38% of the total exports for the
month of June.

T

JUNE

he FOB value of goods exported during last June showed an increase of 46% to that of the
same period last year, which is an increase from MVR 422 million in June 2017 to MVR 616
million in June 2018. The largest quantity of the exports was to Germany which is 27% of the
total exports for the month of June.
The CIF value of goods imported during June increased by 23% compared to June last year. Approximately MVR 2.89 billion worth of goods were imported during June 2017, whereas this year the
figure was recorded at MVR 3.55 billion. Among the top importing countries, United Arab Emirates
recorded the highest with 24% and China at the second with 15%.
The total revenue collected through customs duty and other fees and fines during June 2018
showed an increase of 4% compared to that of June 2017. A total of MVR 223 million was collected
through Customs duty last month.

