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Editor’s Note

Aminath Liusa
Editor

I wish you all, dear Readers, a very warm welcome to the 152nd issue of CJ!
The top highlight of the past month is the assessment carried out by UNODC on the abuse
of pharmaceutical drugs in Maldives. This assessment was carried out by fourteen agencies
including Maldives Police Service, Maldives Food and Drug Authority, National Drug Agency,
Attorney General’s Office, IGMH and ADK. This workshop identified the pharmaceutical issues
that confront the Maldives and assessed the nature and extent of its abuse along with the
organizational weakness of the regulatory agencies.
Earlier in the month a series of information sessions were held about Post clearance Audit from
9th to 10th September. The session was held to update importers on the newly established
guidelines and standard operating procedures of the Post Clearance Audit section. Officers from
the PCA section informed importers on the types of audits done by PCA section, the duration
and criteria for audit selection, and also explained the application of the Risk Management
system in the PCA section works.
In the area of enforcement, a maldivian man was apprehended at Ibrahim Nasir International
Airport for the possession of drugs on 11thSeptember. Upon inspection of a package in
his possession a rubber packet concealed in a bottle of “Dabur Chyawanprash”, a dietary
supplement was seized and tested positive for Hashish weighing 507 grams including packing.
Towards the end of the month, the Commissioner General met with members of the Australian
High Commission where discussions took place about our training needs in the areas of Risk
Management and Special Economic Zones in order to build the capacity of Customs. He
highlighted the issues of budget and resource constraint faced and discussed ways Australian
Government can assist in the capacity building efforts of MCS.
A totally new training was also introduced last month by CCES. The Self Development Training
was held on 12th September. Dr. Aly Shameem (PhD), Chairman of the Civil Service Commission
facilitated the 3 hour long training session which touched on ways to improve one’s thinking
and decision making skills, different types of cognitive approaches as well as methods to free
the mind from stress.
In the area of sports Customs Recreation Club won Runners-up in the fifth edition of Ideas Cup
2015 futsal tournament organized by the local NGO by losing the final match by 1 - 3 to Maldives
Ports Limited (MPL).
Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made headlines in the
past month. Happy reading everyone!
liusha@customs.gov.mv
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CG DIRECTIVES

Prosecution
Committee
Revised
With reference to CG Directive
88/2014 (18th December 2014),
Commissioner General in his
Directive 74/2015 has revised
the members of the Prosecution
Committee. With this change, the
members of the committee are as
follows:
1. ACC Abdul Rasheed Ibrahim
(Chairperson)
2. DCS Rafeeq Moosa (Vice
Chairperson)
3. SP Nazha Ibrahim
4. SP Ahmed Faheem
5. SP Zuhudha Rasheed
6. CCO Ibrahim Rasheed
7. CCO Fathimath Sifza

Duty Payment Assuring Mechanism Set
In Place
As per Directive 77/2015, additional steps has been introduced to the
declaration processing stages in order to verify that duty payment has been
made for the goods that would be examined and released. These additional
steps have been instilled into the responsibilities of the Revenue unit, of the
Finance and Accounts section, and will be effective starting from 04th October
2015.
With the new directive, the Sea Cargo Documentation Section now has to hand
over processed declarations to the Revenue Unit, and also amend declarations
sent back by the Revenue Unit. The Revenue Unit now has an additional
mandate of checking declarations sent in by Sea Cargo Documentation section,
and guaranteeing that duty payments have been made for the declarations.
The Revenue Unit should also return declarations that need amendment, and
pass on the checked declarations to Sea Cargo Examination section. The Sea
Cargo Examination section should return declarations that need amendment,
and also examine any goods if requested by the Revenue Unit.

Customs Hulhumale Office Established
Commissioner General, in his Directive 75/2015 has decided to establish
Hulhumale Customs branch on 16th September 2015. Official operation of
Hulhumale Customs began on 20th September 2015. The office will run under
Airport Operations, and the working hours are from 0900 hrs to 1700 hrs
every day.
The main mandates of the Customs Hulhumale office include processing
declarations and examination of import and export goods via sea.

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS
Deputy Head of Finance Division: Deputy Chief Superintendent Abdulla Ali
Head of Finance and Accounts Section: Senior Superintendent Mohamed Ahmed Didi
Head of Finance and Accounts Section: Senior Superintendent Hussain Hameed
Acting Head of Air Cargo Documentation Section: Superintendent Moosa Ali
Acting Head of S. Gan Operations Section and S. Hithadhoo Operations Section: Superintendent Mohamed Ibrahim
Deputy Head of Air Cargo Documentation Section: Superintendent Ahmed Abdulla
Deputy Head of Hulhumale Customs: Superintendent Ibrahim Shakeel
Officer in-charge of HDh. Hanimaadhoo Operations Section: Chief Customs Officer Zoona Ahmed
Assistant Officer in-charge of Air Cargo Documentation Section: Senior Customs Officer Grade 3 Ahmed Rasheed
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NEWS

Customs intercepts
Drugs at INIA
A maldivian man was apprehended at Ibrahim Nasir International Airport for
the possession of drugs on 11thSeptember. The man was travelling with his
wife from Trivandrum via Air India flight AI263.
Through risk profiling, officers at the Customs clearance area developed
suspicions on the man when he acknowledged being in possession of a
package to be delivered to another person in Maldives. Further inspection
of the said package revealed a rubber packet concealed in a bottle of “Dabur
Chyawanprash”, a dietary supplement. When tested in his presence, the
substance in the packet became positive for Hashish weighing 507 grams
including packing.
This case has now been handed over to Maldives Police Service and is
undergoing further investigation.
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Vice President of CRC Superintendent
Ali Mahir, busy preparing for the Netball
team’s jersey handover.
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UNODC Mission on Pharmaceutical Drug Abuse

The UNODC Mission, “Assessment of Abuse of Pharmaceutical Drugs
containing NDPS” was launched on 15th September. The Commissioner of
Police Hussain Waheed honored the inauguration ceremony, along with the
presence of Commissioner General of Customs Abbas Adil Riza, and other
executive staff of Maldives Police Service and Maldives Customs Service.
Delivering the keynote address, Commissioner of Police Hussain Waheed
stated that the citizens’ misunderstanding that pharmaceutical abuse is not
an addiction or an offense causes a major challenge to relevant agencies, and
hence pharmaceutical products are as much of a threat to enforcement bodies
as illegal narcotic substances. He also asserted that these forums are crucial
to strengthening enforcement mechanisms by building relationships between
experts and stakeholders. The CP expressed his hopes of understanding
the prevalence of pharmaceutical abuse, and establishing proper regulatory
frameworks through the results of the forum.
Speaking at the ceremony, UNODC’s Project Coordinator Mr. Rajiv Walia stated
that we cannot put a benchmark on an end-time on the never-ending battle
against drug abuse. He also gave an overview of the expert assessments
planned to be conducted throughout the forum.
The UNODC Mission on Pharmaceutical Drug Abuse identified the
pharmaceutical issues that confront the Maldives. This workshop also
assessed the nature and extent of pharmaceutical abuse, and the
organizational weakness of relevant regulatory agencies. The workshop was
led by UNODC experts Mr. Prabhjeet Gulati and Mr. Rajiv Walia. Fourteen
agencies participated in this 2-day forum, including Maldives Police Service,
Maldives Food and Drug Authority, National Drug Agency, Attorney General’s
Office, Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital and ADK Hospital.
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CG meets with Members of
Australian High Commission
The Commissioner General of
Customs Mr. Abbas Adil Riza has met
with members of the Australian High
Commission. The members include
Superintendent Ms. Sue Knight of
the Australian Border Force, along
with the Australian Defense Advisor
Mr. Jason Sears and Police Liaison
Mr. Daniel Evans of the Australian
Federal Police.
Speaking with the officials, the CG
remarked on the need for training
on areas such as Risk Management
and Special Economic Zones in order
to build the capacity of Customs.
He highlighted the issues of budget
and resource constraint faced
and discussed ways Australian
Government can assist in the
capacity building efforts of MCS.
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The officials said that the possible
avenues for such collaboration will
be explored. Commissioner General
thanked the Australian Government
for their assistance during the past.
During the meeting the Australian
counterparts
shared
their
experience in integrating Customs
administration and Immigration to
form the Australian Border Force
this year. They also explained the
structure of the integrated bodies
involved in Australian border
protection,
and
stressed
the
importance of adopting a “whole-ofgovernment” approach in combating
cross-border crimes such as drug
smuggling, human trafficking and
money laundering.

CBSA Officer meets with MCS executives

The First Secretary and Liaison Officer from the Canada Border Services
Agency Ms. Martina Marsh has met with the senior staff of Maldives Customs
Service. Delivering her presentation at the meeting, Ms. Marsh gave a brief
overview of the role of CBSA, and also the integrated border protection works
established in Canada, highlighting on the processes regarding the prevention
of money laundering, drug trafficking, and other illegal cross border activities.
In the meeting, the present status of current border protection efforts in the
Maldives were discussed, as well as improvements that have been achieved
towards border enforcement. The challenges to the control of money
laundering and drug trafficking were also discussed and brainstormed in this
meeting.
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PCA Information
Session held for Traders
A series of information sessions about Post clearance Audit were held for
stakeholders from 9th to 10th September. The session was held to update
importers on the newly established guidelines and standard operating
procedures of the Post Clearance Audit section. Officers from the PCA section
informed importers on the types of audits done by PCA section, the duration
and criteria for audit selection, and also explained the application of the Risk
Management system in the PCA section works.
After the information session, IT section also delivered a presentation briefing
the audience regarding new features of the later versions of Customs portal
and Customs Form Program.
The information session is the first of a series, held in order to create awareness
among stakeholders regarding Post Clearance Audit.
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TRAINING: LOCAL

Self Development Training held for Customs Staff

The Self Development Training was held on 12th September. The training
concluded with the awarding of certificates to the 28 Customs officers who
participated in the training. Dr. Aly Shameem, PhD. (Chairman of the Civil
Service Commission) facilitated the three hour long training session.
Speaking at the inauguration, Chief Superintendent Mr. Mohamed Maseeh
thanked Dr. Aly Shameem on his initiative to conduct such a program for
Customs officers, and also expressed his hope that Customs officers will use
the knowledge they gain from this training, to develop their work lives, as well
as the time spent with family and friends.
In the course of the training, Dr. Aly Shameem touched on ways to improve one’s
thinking and decision making skills, different types of cognitive approaches as
well as methods to free the mind from stress.
Speaking after the conclusion of the training, some of the participants
remarked that the training was one of the most illustrative, informative and
mind capturing trainings they have attended.
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TRAINING: INTERNATIONAL

WCO Fellowship
Programme

WCO Regional Seminar COPES
Grade 1 Senior Customs Officers Mohamed Ali and Mohamed Fayaz have
partaken in the 3-day WCO Regional Seminar COPES held in Hong Kong, China.

Currently in Belgium, Superintendent
Fathmath
Abdul
Rahman
is
taking part in the 67th Fellowship
Programme of the World Customs
Organization. The course began on
7th September, and will proceed up
to 16th October.

The Compendium of Customs Operational Practices for Enforcement and
Seizures project (COPES) stems from an objective to produce a comprehensive
set of recommended measures on how to handle seized property effectively.
Hence, this seminar raises visibility amongst WCO members regarding
the critical role that seizures and evidence collection procedures play in
supporting effective and efficient border protection practices. The seminars
also aim to encourage experience sharing between members to boost the
implementation of best practices.

The Fellowship Programme forms
part of the Columbus Programme
and its initiatives to develop member
administrations’
management
capacities. The programme is
designed to allow Customs officials
on the managerial level of Customs
administrations
of
developing
countries which are active members
of the WCO to undertake a detailed
course of study in a specialized
Customs area.

Sub Regional Workshop on ASYCUDA World
Implementation

Sub Regional Drug Focal Point Meeting and DDR Expert Group Consultation
Senior Customs Officer Grade 3 Ahmed Hussain Fulhu has participated in the Sub Regional Drug Focal Point Meeting and DDR Expert Group
Consultation held in New Delhi, India. The workshop was held from 9th to 11th September.
The SR-DFP Meeting is hosted by the Narcotics Control Bureau of India. The meeting was held with the purpose of reviewing the progress of
drug demand and supply reduction activities and progress in the region, and to discuss issues related issues. The meeting also focused on the
tasks which lie ahead in drug enforcement activities.
A total of 9 countries participated in the SR-DFP Meeting, all of which are from South Asia.

The Sub Regional Workshop on ASYCUDA World Implementation was held
in Pokhara, Nepal from 8th to 11th September. Assistant Commissioner of
Customs Abdul Rasheed Ibrahim, Chief Superintendent Ismail Hamdoon and
Senior Superintendent Muaz Ali participated in this workshop as delegates of
Maldives Customs Service.
The workshop was hosted by the Nepal Department of Customs, and funded
by the Asian Development Bank. The workshop was held in order to share
experience on implementation and mitigate challenges in speeding up
the full implementation of ASYCUDA World. Discussions were also held to
explore measure to sustain ASYCUDA World in member countries. A regular
mechanism for sharing experiences on ASYCUDA World was also devised in
this meeting.

Train-the-Trainer Workshop For the Joint Enforcement Action Against
Counterfeiting and Piracy in the Asia/Pacific Region
Chief Customs Officer Mohamed Yameen participated in this 3-day workshop from 21st to 23rd September, in Malaysia. The workshop was
funded by the Customs Cooperation Fund of Japan. The workshop was held to quantify the level of counterfeiting and piracy within the Asia
Pacific Region, and identify the actions to be taken, and areas to be improved in order to counteract such activities. Participants also discussed
challenges that may hinder the implementation of operations, and brainstormed solutions to overcome those challenges.
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SPORTS

IDEAS CUP 2015
Customs wins Runners-up after
playing against MPL

Customs Recreation Club won Runners-up in the fifth edition of Ideas Cup
2015 futsal tournament organized by the local NGO, Island Development and
Environmental Awareness Society of HA. Kelaa.
Despite a goalless draw in the first half and a fairly good performance overall,
Customs lost the final match by 1 - 3 against Maldives Ports Limited (MPL) on
Friday.
Customs team was awarded with a cash prize of MVR 10,000, which was given
away by the Vice President of the Maldives Honorable Ahmed Adeeb.
Customs was also named the Fair Play Team of the tournament. Ibrahim Fazeel
and Hussain Shuaib of Customs were selected among the best five players of
the tournament.
A total of 32 teams from various government and private sector institutions
participated in this tournament.
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CONGRATULATIONS!
After playing valiantly against Immigration team, Customs team is defeated by a
score of 15 to 41. Cheers to the players and officials of the Customs team!
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