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Editor’s Note

Aminath Liusa
Editor

I welcome dear readers to the 150th issue of CJ! This issue also features news of important
events that took place in the past month.
Last month we celebrated the successful completion of the LED park “Hulhudhaan Bageecha”.
This is a task wholly undertaken by customs officers who worked round the clock to finish the
task within the given short time span. Speaking at the ceremony, Minister for Home Affairs
Honorable Umar Naseer expressed his immense gratitude to the Maldives Customs Service,
thanking the Customs staff for their hard and non-stop efforts to finish the garden inside of just
48 hours. As the major highlight of the month, we bring to you details of this event.
We also marked our 125th Anniversary last month on the 18th of July. The celebration began
with a special flag hoisting ceremony held 18th early morning at Customs Building. The Chief
Guest of the Ceremony Minister of Home Affairs Honorable Umar Naseer hoisted National Flag,
while Commissioner General of Customs Abbas Adil Riza hoisted the Customs Flag.
Towards the end of last month, CRC held its 4th Annual Quran Competition which was opened
for staff and their immediate family members. Winners of the competition was announced in a
ceremony held on 23rd of July.
On the training front, one of our officers attended the Special Meeting of Customs and
Commerce Authorities on Verification Mechanism relating to Rules of Origin under SAPTA and
SAFTA, held from 2-3 July 2015, at Islamabad, Pakistan.
Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made headlines in the
past month. I look forward to seeing more of contributions and suggestions from the readers.
Happy reading everyone!

liusha@customs.gov.mv
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CG DIRECTIVES

Guidelines regarding
colored bars and service
ribbons established
Guidelines have been created regarding the
presentation of colored bars and service ribbons to
officers.
There are six service ribbons and ten colors as per
the guidelines. The ribbons and colors are presented
to officers with the objective of recognizing
outstanding service to the Customs organization at
national and international level, and motivating the
Customs staff to improve and maintain professional
service standards throughout the organization.

Committee established
under the guidelines
regarding colored bars and
service ribbons
A seven member committee has been created as per section
21 of the guidelines regarding colored bars and service
ribbons. The members were selected from amongst the
staff who applied for membership as per directive number
61/2015. The members are as follows;
SP Mohamed Riyaz Moosa
SP Fathimath Zeeniya
CCO Minna Rasheed
CCO Ibrahim Razeef
SCOG3 Jameela Hassan
SCOG3 Ahmed Rasheed
SCOG1 Zuhudha Ibrahim

Guidelines established regarding retirement of Customs
officers
Guidelines have been published detailing the procedures and etiquettes in the retirement of Customs officers.
The guidelines outline the privileges of officers ranked Chief Customs Officer and higher, who go into dignitary retirement.
These privileges include meeting with the Commissioner General, presentation of retirement cards, usage of Customs
ceremonial uniform and Customs facilities and resources. Such individuals also have the liberty to participate in the
Customs welfare fund and teach in sessions organized by Customs, and can also have the honor of representing
Customs in other countries.

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS
Deputy Division Head of Information Systems and Technology divison – Deputy Chief Superitendent Mahmood Riyaz
Deputy Section of Head of Post Clearance Audit section – Senior Superintendent Ahmed Iqbal
Acting Section Head of Sea Cargo Examination – Superintendent Ahmed Faheem
Acting Section Head of Internal Audit Section – Superintendent Faruhaad Dawood
Acting Section Head of Air Cargo Section – Superintendent Mohamed Naseer
Acting Section Head of Air Cargo Section – Superintendent Mohamed Ibrahim
OIfficer In-charge of S Hithadhoo Operations section – Chief Customs Officer Ibrahim Saeed
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Process for valuating goods above USD 40,000 changed
The Commissioner General has revoked the responsibility of valuating goods above USD goods above USD 40,000 from
the valuation subcommittee. As of 20th July 2015, the valuation of such goods will now be completed similar to other
goods; during the documentation process. The relevant sections should valuate the goods by obtaining the related
information and documents and examining the goods where necessary, and after discussing with the section head.
The responsibility was revoked from the valuation subcommittee since valuating such goods isn’t a legal obligation of
the subcommittee according to section 452 and 457 of the regulation

Officers sent abroad for training required to give
information sessions upon return
The Commissioner General has decided that staffs who go abroad for workshops, seminars and the like shall share the
knowledge they gained through the workshops with the other staff by means of forums, starting from 1st August 2015.
The staffs are required to deliver a presentation on the information they received, within 7days of returning from such
workshops. The forums shall be attended by officers from the sections relevant to the information being shared. The
forums shall be managed and coordinated by Customs Academy.
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ENFORCEMENT

Customs intercepts internally concealed drugs

A 30-year old Maldivian passenger carrying 123 bullets of internally concealed heroin was apprehended by Customs
yesterday morning. The man arrived via Bangkok Airways yesterday morning, and officers subjected the man for
further checking due to suspicious behavior. The total mass of the heroin bullets add up to 1.345 kg.
The man and the drugs have been handed over to Maldives Police Service for further investigation.
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NEWS

Maldives Customs Service Celebrates its 125th Anniversary
Maldives Customs Service on 18th July celebrated its 125th Anniversary. The celebration began with a special flag
hoisting ceremony held this morning at Customs Building. The Chief Guest of the Ceremony Minister of Home Affairs
Honorable Umar Naseer hoisted National Flag, while Commissioner General of Customs Honorable Abbas Adil Riza
hoisted the Customs Flag.
Speaking at the ceremony Minister Umar Naseer highlighted that Customs is an institution with a long history and that
the success and strength of key institutions such as these lies in the commitment and loyalty of its employees. In this
regard he thanked the officers of the past and present for their commendable service in bringing the organization to
where it is today. He also indicated that the government has plans to merge Customs and Immigration into one “super
agency” in a bid to adopt the models being practiced in several developed countries.
Addressing at the Ceremony, Commissioner General of Customs Honorable Abbas Adil Riza extended his heartfelt
greetings and felicitations of the occasion to the President of the Maldives Honorable Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom,
Customs Minister Honorable Umar Naseer, Customs staff of the past, present and their families, and to every member
of the public who receives the services of Customs. He highlighted that customs modernization efforts are underway
at full speed and that in this regard, the Risk based management framework has been implemented in Customs. He
also assured our commitment of providing efficient and fast Customs services to the public to cater effectively to the
growing volume of import and export consignments.
A special prayer for the occasion was also said in the ceremony. The payer was led by ah’ Shaikh Azmath Jameel. The
Ceremony was attended by Deputy Commissioner Ismail Abdulla, Members of Senior Management and Customs Officers
of various ranks. Apart from the Head Office, the Flag Hoisting Ceremony was held at Customs offices established at
various parts of the country.
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TRAINING - INTERNATIONAL

SAFTA Rule of Origin Meeting
Chief Customs Officer Ali Zubair has attended the Special Meeting of Customs and Commerce
Authorities on Verification Mechanism relating to Rules of Origin under SAPTA and SAFTA, held
from 2-3 July 2015, at Islamabad, Pakistan.
In the meeting, the major discussion was focused on Verification Mechanism relating to Rules of
Origin under SAPTA and SAFTA and Harmonization of MFN Tariff among Member States.
Rules of Origin are used to determine the country of origin of a product for purposes of international
trade and are primarily used for Free Trade Agreements. The proof of origin serves as the basis
for extension of preferential tariff benefits by the country of import. In the context of SAPTA and
SAFTA, Certificates of Origin (CoO) issued by designated agency of the exporting country is the
proof of origin.
Ali Zubair returned to Male, on 04 July 2015.
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125 ACTIVITIES

MCS holds special event “Eid Hadhiya Dhinun” for kids
MCS held a special event for kids to celebrate this year’s Eid-ul-Fitr and Customs’ 125th Anniversary.
Customs Officers traveled around Male’ city in a vehicle specially decorated for the event and stopped at areas such as
Artificial Beach, Raalhugandu and others which are popular gathering areas among children and distributed giveaways
and spent some time with them.
As we celebrate our 125th anniversary this year several events have been planned to be carried out during the year
out of which a religious lecture, Futsal Tournament and Quran Competition was held earlier this month. More events
are to follow in the series out of which a major event, which is the Anniversary Function is scheduled to be held on the
27th of August 2015.
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Minivan Fansaas: Customs Officers
in the preparations for Independence
Day celebrations
As the 26th of July approaches, a team of numerous
Customs officers are busily involved in preparing for the
upcoming celebrations of the 50th anniversary of Maldivian
independence.
Customs officers have energetically
participating in preparing the Galolhu National Stadium for
the Independence Day activities. After the stadium, various
other locations were also cleaned and redecorated. Officers
are also working on preparing a float for the “Minivan
Fansaas” float showcase event.
Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Abbas Adil Riza
and Deputy Commissioner Mr. Ismail Abdulla also visited
the Golalhu National Stadium on Friday, and actively
participated in the preparations, along with the Customs
team.
The 50th Independence Day of Maldives will be celebrated
on the 26th of July 2015. A special office has been created
under the name “Minivan Fansaas”, and many events are
being coordinated by the office in relation to the occasion.
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4th CRC Quran Competition
Concludes
In the conclusion ceremony of the 4th CRC Quran
Competition 1436, held on 23rd July ; certificates and awards
were distributed to the participants by the executive staff
of Customs, and Commissioner General Mr. Abbas Adil Riza.
The winners of the awards are as follows;
1st from under 6 age group – Ula Binth Moosa Ibrahim
1st from 6 – 10 age group – Abdulla Hoodh Nizar
1st from 10 – 15 age group – Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz
1st from 15+ age group – Aishath Neeza Nizar
1st from members’ category – Ibrahim Mutheeu
1st from competition - Yaeesh Mohamed Niyaz
Speaking at the ceremony, the Commissioner highlighted
that the best lesson that is taught by the Holy Quran is to
acquire at attitude of positivity and unity in all aspects of
life. In this regard, he expressed hope that all staff will work
with this attitude and spirit to make the “Minivan50” and
our 125th anniversary celebrations a success.
Addressing the attendees, the chief guest of the ceremony,
State Minister for the Ministry of Islamic Affairs Al-Qari Ali
Waheed expressed interest regarding the introduction
of level 2 and level 3 Qari courses in affiliation with the
Customs Academy. He also assured his commitment and
support to the Customs staff in providing resources and aid
for such courses.
The 4th CRC Quran Competition 1436 was held from the
11th to 12th of this July. 48 individuals enrolled in the
competition, in 5 different categories. Al-Qari Ibrahim
Misbaah and Al-Qari Mohamed Saamee from the Centre
of Holy Quran posed as judges of the competition. This
competition is held to instill love of the Holy Quran and
give a chance to show individual talents in reciting the
Holy Quran. The competition is open to the families of CRC
members as well.
Additionally, certificates were also awarded to the 16
officers who completed the level 1 Qari course during last
September. The certificates were handed over by the chief
guest Al-Qari Ali Waheed. This course was facilitated by AlQari Abdulla Faisal.
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Madam Fathun inaugurates “Hulhudhaan Bageechaa” by Customs
In a special ceremony held on 27th July, First Lady Madam Fathun inaugurated the LED garden “Hulhudhaan Bageechaa”
constructed inside the Sultan Park. The garden was constructed in light of the occasion of the 50th Independence
Day of the Maldives. Countless dignitaries and their families also participated in the opening ceremony of the park,
highlighted among them His Excellency President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayyoom, and Vice President Honorable
Ahmed Adheeb.
Speaking at the ceremony, Minister for Home Affairs Honorable Umar Naseer expressed his immense gratitude to the
Maldives Customs Service, thanking the Customs staff for their hard and non-stop efforts to finish the garden inside
of just 48 hours. He also remarked that this year’s Independence Day has lit up the Maldives more than it ever had
throughout the past 50 years.
The LED Garden is created from over 72 LED plants. The government has also decided to turn on the lights of the LED
Park at 1800 hours every evening, on a permanent basis.
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Iftar held for Customs Officers

As yet another event of the series of 125 activities, an Iftar was held for Customs officers at Kalaafaanu School on
10th July. Various dignitaries of government and stakeholders affiliated with Maldives Customs Service also attended
the Iftar, including the Minister for Home Affairs Honorable Umar Naseer, former Commissioner General and current
Minister for Youth and Sports Honorable Ahmed Zuhoor, and Auditor General Honorable Hassan Ziyath. Overall, 400
officers and family members participated in the breakfast.
This year’s Iftar was held with the joint coordination of CRC and 125 Committee.
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Customs participates in Fulhandhu Buru
Customs has participated in the “Fulhandhu Buru”, a procession of floats designed by various parties, including
government bodies and companies. The procession was staged on 28th July, on the occasion of the 50th Independence
Day of the Maldives.
The float designed by Customs consists of two parts, or carriages. The first carriage depicts an olden day sailboat,
typical to those which used to dock in Maldives during early times. The second carriage shows the early lifestyle of
Maldivian people, including clothing and household. The float also shows the main goods imported and exported into
and out of the country, and how duty was collected for such goods.
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Customs officers participate in Anti-Dengue campaign by
HPA

Customs officers participated in the Anti-Dengue
campaign on 4th July The campaign was initiated by
the Health Protection Agency, and participated by
many government bodies. Many Customs officers
participated in this event.
With the efforts of these officers, 160 locations
were checked and inspected for mosquito breeding
sites, of which 20 sites were found to be in critical
condition and in need of attention by the authorities.
Officers also spread awareness to citizens and
persons residing in the sites, about the development
of mosquito breeding sites, removing such sites, and
protecting themselves from Dengue.
Dengue fever is currently spreading around the
country at a fast rate. Government bodies are
working hand-in-hand to prevent and minimize the
spread of the illness.
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