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Editor’s Note
Ramadan Kareem and advanced Eid Greetings!

Welcome dear readers to the 149th Issue of Customs Journal. 

Looking back at the activities of the past month, the top highlight of the month was the 
conclusion of the “XL CRC Cup ‘16”, our much awaited and biggest sports event of the year 
with Team SOS winning the Championship trophy. Team SOS won the title after beating Team 
Finance, the winners of CRC Cup ’15 and CRC Cup ‘14 by 5 goals to 1. This is the 16th consecutive 
year the tournament took place and is arguably the oldest such competition held in the country.

Last month, Commissioner General Hon. Abbas Adil Riza and Assistant Commissioner of 
Customs Ismail Nashid represented MCS at the 125th/126th Sessions of the Customs Co-
operation Council held in the WCO Headquarters in Brussels, from 10-13 June 2015.  

It was indeed a matter of great honor and privilege for Maldives Customs Service be presented 
with the World Health Organization’s recognition award for our contributions in the area of 
tobacco control. Every year, the World Health Organization (WHO) recognizes individuals or 
organizations from the six regions (Africa, Americas, Eastern Mediterranean, Europe, South-
East Asia and Western Pacific), for their accomplishments in the area of tobacco control such as 
research, capacity building, promotion of policy or legislation and advocacy to enhance tobacco 
control.

On the training front, we saw the establishment of the first Global eLearning Centre for South 
Asia region at MCS. As such the first batch of this training program was held at the Customs 
Academy from the 15th-16th of June for officials from MCS and other enforcement bodies, such 
as Maldives National Defense Force, and Department of Immigration and Emigration. 

In the area of international training, Assistant Commissioner of Customs Ismail Nashid 
participated in the “First National Expert Mission on Customs Valuation for the Bhutan Customs” 
as a resource person.  Mr. Ismail Nashid is a WCO Accredited Expert who has been facilitating 
in several WCO workshops and seminars, both locally and regional level. Also, a seven member 
group of Customs Officers participated in the “Seminar on Customs Administration for Asian 
and European Countries” held in Beijing, China from 4th June to 24th June, 2015 which was 
organized by the University of International Business and Economics. 

In sports, Customs Recreation Club also won the inter-office edition of Coast Ramadan Cricket 
Carnival after beating President’s Office. This is the fourth consecutive year the CRC has won 
the tournament. CJ congratulates the Cricket Team and Team SOS for their remarkable wins.

Flip through the pages to find out more information on the events that made headlines in the 
past month. Happy reading everyone! 

liusha@customs.gov.mv

Aminath Liusa
Editor
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CG DIRECTIVES

In a bid to speed up the processing of the goods declaration, the Commissioner 
General, in his Directive 48/2015 has decided to involve sections other 
than those to which the declarations have been submitted in the stages of 
processing them.  

As such, declarations submitted to Sea Cargo Documentation Section and Air 
Cargo Documentation Section will be assigned to officers in H.Dh Kulhuffushi 
Operations Section for processing.

Goods declaration to be processed 
from external sections

Deputy Head of Human Resources Section: Superintendent Ahmed Amir

Acting Deputy Head of Surveillance and Interdiction Section: Chief Customs Officer Mohamed Afzal

Officer In Charge of Passenger Clearance Section: Chief Customs Officer Ahmed Humair

Officer In Charge of Bonded Warehouse Section: Chief Customs Officer Ahmed Haroon

Officer In Charge of Air Cargo Examination Unit: Chief Customs Officer Ibrahim Razeef

Officer In Charge of Air Cargo Valuation and Documentation Unit: Chief Customs Officer Zoona Ahmed

Assistant Officer In Charge of Air Cargo Examination Unit: Senior Customs Officer 3 Ahmed Zahid Moosa

With reference to CG Directive 
90/2014 (24th December 2014), 
Commissioner General in his 
Directive 49/2015 has revised the 
formation of the Appeal Committee. 
With this change, proposed by 
Honorable Minister Umar Naseer, 
the members of the committee are 
as follows: 

1. DCC Ismail Abdullah   
 (Chairperson) 

2. ACC Aminath Rasheeda 
(Vice   Chairperson) 

3. CSp Abdulla Waheed 

4. DCS Fathimath Mohamed 

5. SSP Ahmed Simah 

6. SSP Muaz Ali 

7. SSP Ibrahim Thaufeeg 

Appeal Committee 
Revised 

TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS

Commissioner General, in his Directive 48/2015 has decided that effective 
20th June 2015, all internal correspondence between sections, except for 
those that need to be made in writing, all others should be carried out via 
phone or email at the Section Head level or those in appointed positions. With 
this change, the major communication medium that will be used in written 
communication internally will be Memo and Note for which the guidelines are 
as follows:

Memo

- All regulations except for those issued by Commissioner General
- Communication where more than one section needs to be notified
-  Communication where all staff need to be notified

Note

- Communication between two sections where written communication 
is required
- Communications where more than one section needs to be notified
- Communications where all staff need to be notified

Similarly, a guideline for the use of Note and Memo and archiving them 
through the CATS (Correspondence Archiving and Tracking System) has been 
published via CG Directive 55/2015.

Documents Finalized for Internal 
Communication
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Customs Exhibition
Officers meet with Madam Raziyya, Mohamed Shareef, 
Kashimaa Shakir and Murangamaa

Officers working on the Customs exhibition have paid a courtesy 
call to Madam Raziyya Mohamed Kaleyfaanu in order to collect 
information about the important events that took place during 
her tenure.

The officers inquired about the procedures and processes of 
Customs works, as well as the evolution of the work environment 
of Maldives Customs Service. The information was obtained with 
the objective of building an image of the history of Customs, 
which will be displayed in the upcoming “Minivan Fansaas” event 
of September; The Role of Customs in the

Madam Raziyya is the first lady to be appointed to the position of 
Assistant Collector of Customs. She joined Customs in 1971, and 
had been in service until 1992. 

Along with Madam Raziyya, meetings were also held with Mohamed 
Shareef and Ibrahim Ahmed (Murangamaa), who served Customs 
for a long period of time. Meetings were also held with renowned 
Maldivian historian Ahmed Shakir.

Meeting with Mr. Mohamed Shareef 

Mr. Ibrahim Ahmed

Meeting with Madam Raziyya
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As a sideline meeting of the World Customs Organization Council Session, 
the Commissioner General of Customs Mr. Abbas Adil Riza has met with the 
Secretary General of WCO, Mr. Kunio Mikuriya.

In the meeting, the Commissioner General shared information regarding the 
current projects that are in the area of capacity building of Maldives Customs 
Service. They also discussed limitations in MCS, and areas which require 
assistance, for capacity building and customer-friendly processes.

The Commissioner General also thanked Mr. Mikuriya for the continuous 
support and assistance being provided to MCS, and expressed his hopes for 
further strengthen relations with the WCO in the future. 

NEWS
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CG meets with Secretary General of WCO
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CG Abbas Adil Riza and AC Ismail 
Nashid participate in the 125th 
session of the WCO Council
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Maldives Customs Service has been presented with the World Health Organization’s recognition award for its 
contributions in the area of tobacco control.

Chief Superintendent Mr. Abdulla Waheed represented Customs to receive the award at the official reception held 
last night to mark this year’s World No-Tobacco Day.

Every year, the World Health Organization (WHO) recognizes individuals or organizations from the six regions (Africa, 
Americas, Eastern Mediterranean, Europe, South-East Asia and Western Pacific), for their accomplishments in the 
area of tobacco control such as research, capacity building, promotion of policy or legislation and advocacy to 
enhance tobacco control.

Deterring and preventing attempts to smuggle tobacco in and out of the country and enforcing tobacco-related 
laws and regulations at entry and exit points are a part of Customs’ responsibility, together with the collection and 
delivery of up-to-date and accurate tobacco statistics.

World No-Tobacco 
Day 2015
Customs wins WHO’s World No-Tobacco Day Award
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The Korean Ambassador to the 
Maldives pays a courtesy call to the 
Commissioner General of Customs 
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A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Local government 
Authority, National Center for Information Technology and Maldives Customs 
Service today, for the utilization of Community e-Centers established by NCIT 
in collaboration with LGA, for conducting awareness programs on services 
provided by Maldives Customs Service.

The Community e-Centers (CeCs) are established to enable and empower the 
island communities with access and ability to benefit from ICT. As it is used by 
community to further enhance their knowledge, it is seen beneficial to utilize 
the Community e-Centers in a broader manner. As such Community e-Centers 
can be used as an avenue to promote, create awareness and conduct 
programs which can be beneficial to both the government institutions and 
the local community. These programs and activities will increase the role of 
Community e-Centers in the development of the island.

Under this agreement, Maldives Customs Service would be responsible for 
arranging and conducting awareness programs in Community e-Centers 
in four islands. NCIT will be providing equipment and facilities for these 
programs. 

Customs signs MoU with LGA and NCIT

NEWS
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Deputy Commissioner Mr. Ismail Abdulla meets with UNODC CBT Facilitators



An evening of the traditional 
“Maahefun” was held for all Customs 
staff last night at the Customs head 
office building. The “Maahefun” was 
directed by the Customs Reaction 
Club. The purpose of the event was 
to celebrate the arrival of the blessed 
month of Ramazan, and to provide an 
opportunity for Customs officers to 
socialize and improve relations with 
each other at the same time. About 
320 officers attended the evening, 
which hosted traditional food, video 
presentations, as well as karaoke.

As Customs celebrates its 125th 
anniversary, more events are 
planned to be held for Customs 
officers as well as the general public 
and stakeholders throughout this 
year. The activities planned for this 
month include religious lectures, as 
well the renowned CRC Cup.

Maahefun held for 
Customs staff

12

125 ACTIVITIES
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A religious lecture was held today at Customs. About 80 officers attended the 
lecture which was held during the afternoon.

The lecture was delivered by Sheikh Mohamed Shafiu on the topic on 
strengthening the Islamic faith. Sheikh Shafiu highlighted ways in which faith 
can be improved , and dwelled into explanations on the  matters which shake 
the faith of Muslims in the modern world.

Religious Lecture held for Customs Officers



First South Asian Global e-Learning Center established in Maldives

TRAINING: LOCAL
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Mobile e-Learning:

The first batch of UNODC’s online Global e-Learning Training has begun at 
Maldives Customs Service today. The First Global eLearning Center established 
in the Maldives was inaugurated by Chief Superintendent Mr. Abdulla Waheed.

The eLearning training kit comprises of 90 modules that can be completed 
in 120 hours. The objective of this program is spread awareness to 
enforcement officers in all aspects related to drug trafficking. In addition to 
three Customs officers, the two-day training is also participated by officers 
from other enforcement bodies, such as Maldives National Defense Force, 
and Department of Immigration and Emigration. The training is facilitated by 
UNODC experts, Mr. Prabhjeet S. Gulati and Mr. Chand Kaushil.

The Global eLearning center utilizes mobile setup; the center is versatile, and 
consists of computers which can remotely access training material without 
the need for internet access. This will also enable training sessions to be 
conducted easily in the regional departments.
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A series of information sessions were held at Customs Academy to mark the World Drug Day on, 27th and 29th June 
2015. It was organized by the Intelligence and Risk Management Section in collaboration with the Customs Academy. 

The objective of the sessions was to make the officers familiar with Risk Indicators and Drug Concealment Methods.

Around 70 officers participated in the sessions were targeted to air passenger related officers such as officers from 
Special Operations Section and Passenger Processing Section.

Chief Customs Officer Adam Latheef facilitated the sessions. 

26th June is marked as World Drug Day.

Information Session on Drugs



Assistant Commissioner of Customs Ismail Nashid has participated in the “First National Expert Mission on Customs 
Valuation for the Bhutan Customs” as a resource person. It was held from 22-26 June 2015 in Thimphu, Bhutan, under 
the WCO-ADB Multi-year Assistance for SASEC Countries.

The objective of this Expert Mission for the Bhutan Customs was to finalize a Standard Operation Procedures (SOP) of 
Customs Valuation control drafted by the Bhutan Customs. 

Mr. Ismail Nashid is a WCO Accredited Expert who has been facilitating in several WCO workshops and seminars, both 
locally and regional level.

First National Expert Mission on Customs 
Valuation for the Bhutan Customs

Assistant Commissioner of Customs Ismail Nashid has participated in the “WCO Regional Workshop for Development of 
Revenue Package/TTA Diagnostic Expert Pool”, held from 1 to 5 June, 2015, in Shanghai Customs College, China. 

The objective of this event was to establish a pool of expert-facilitators capable of conducting diagnostic missions 
on behalf of the WCO, to assist Members in using the new diagnostic tool developed under the Revenue Package 
programme covering the topics of classification, valuation and origin.

Mr.Ismail Nashid returned to Male’ on 06 June 2015.

WCO Regional Workshop for Development of 
Revenue Package/TTA Diagnostic Expert Pool



A group of Customs Officers have participated in the “Seminar on Customs Administration 
for Asian and European Countries” held in Beijing, China from 4th June to 24th June, 
2015. It was organized by the University of International Business and Economics.

The officers participated in the seminar are below;

1. Deputy Chief Superintendent Abdulla Ali

2. Chief Customs Officer Nashma Khaleel

3. Senior Customs Officer Grade 3 Mohamed Ziham

4. Senior Customs Officer Grade 2 Mohamed Dawood

5. Senior Customs Officer Grade 1 Aiman Mohamed

6. Senior Customs Officer Grade 1 Amjadh Mufeed

7. Customs Officer Grade 3 Shahina Mohamed

The Seminar included two parts: lectures and field trips. The main contents of the 
lectures included: China’s basic national conditions, Accomplishments achieved since 
China’s economic reform and opening-up, Legal system of Customs in China, Customs’ 
administration and construction of clean government, Development of China Customs 
under the global economic integration, International Communications and cooperation 
of Customs.

During the seminar, field trips were made to Guangzhou and Shenzhen city. The 
participants had lots of opportunities to exchange ideas about how to improve the 
efficiency of Customs clearance and let it has more contributions to the economic 
development. Also, the preferential trade policies, together with the corresponded 
requirements, offered to Asian and European countries, were introduced in detail.

All lectures were delivered by the government officials and experts from the Ministry of 
Commerce, General Administration of Customs, Customs Districts and UIBE.

All the participants from Maldives Customs Service have returned on 25 June 2015.

Seminar on Customs Administration 
for Asian and European Countries 
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TRAINING: INTERNATIONAL
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Team Addu & Statistics wins Championship 
for the second time

CRC Inter-section Badminton 
Tournament 2015

Team Addu & Statistics won the title after beating Team CCESMD by 3 games. Certificates and Trophies were 
distributed to the winners by the Chief Guest, Commissioner General of Customs Honorable Abbas Adil Riza 
and other Customs Executives.

The Winners of the different Categories are as follows:

Women’s Doubles Champion – Aminath Irufa & Aminath Haleem

Women’s Doubles Runner-up – Mansoodha Ali & Fathimath Sheeath Shihab

Men’s Doubles Champion – Ahmed Luthfy & Ahmed Iyad

Men’s Doubles Runner-up – Mohamed Adam & Ibrahim Shareef

Mix Doubles Champion – Ahmed Luthfy & Aminath Irufa

Mix Doubles Runner-up – Ahmed Iyad & Minna Rasheed

Mix Doubles Champion – Ahmed Luthfy & Aminath Irufa

Mix Doubles Runner-up – Ahmed Iyad & Minna Rasheed
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Champions of the Ramadan Cricket Carnival 2015
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Team SOS wins championship by 
beating Team Finance 5 goals to 1.

XL CRC Cup 16
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Team SOS has won the championship 
of the 16th edition of the CRC Cup. 
Team SOS beat Team Finance – 
champions of the 14th and 15th 
tournament – by a score of 5 to 1 in 
the finals held yesterday at Maafannu 
football grounds.

The sixteenth edition of CRC Cup 
Futsal Tournament officially titled 
after the sponsor as XL CRC Cup 16, 
began on 19th June at Maafannu Mini 
Ground.

The tournament was officially 
inaugurated by the Chief Guest, 
Minister of Youth and Sports 
Honorable Ahmed Zuhoor. 
Minister of Home Affairs honorable 
Umar Naseer, along with Deputy 
Commissioner of Customs Mr. 
Ismail Abdulla and other senior 
Customs Officers were present at the 
inauguration fixture.

Passenger Processing Team, the most 
successful team of the tournament 
so far with seven titles out of fifteen, 
narrowly managed to earn a win over 
Team Express in the opening game 
played today. The score line was 4 – 
3.

This edition of CRC Cup has been 
dedicated as one of the many 
activities being held to mark the 125th 
anniversary of Maldives Customs 
Service. Twelve teams representing 
various departments of MCS are 
taking in this tournament, which is 
split into three groups of four each. 

SPORTS

The top two teams in each group and 
the best two third place winners will 
advance to the quarter final.

The exciting matches of the 
Quarterfinals of XL CRC Cup 16 
began on 30th June, with the game 
between P.P.T and Sarujan. P.P.T 
won the match by 1 – 0. The second 
match was played between SOS and 
One2Five, in which Team SOS won by 
6 goals against 1.

The quarterfinals were played 
on 30th June and 2nd July. The 
eight teams which made it to the 
Quarterfinals are;

     P.P.T
     Sarujan
     SOS
     One2Five
     Team Finance
     Express
     Team Air Cargo
     Cargo Ekuverin

Team SOS, Team Finance, Team 
Air Cargo and P.P.T made it to the 
semifinals by winning the quarterfinal 
matches.  The semifinals were 
played on 5th June 2015. Team SOS 
proceeded to the finals by beating 
P.P.T 3 to 0. Team Finance qualified 
to play against Team SOS by winning 
the match against Team Air Cargo by 
2 to 0.

While Team SOS had the major 
possession of the ball, both teams 
played well and hard during the 

game. Three of the goals from Team 
SOS were scored by Hassan Noorish 
(number 9), while two of the other 
goals were scored by Abdul Mueen 
(jersey number 8). The remaining 
goal of SOS was scored by Hassan 
Haneef (jersey number 3). The only 
goal of the Finance team was scored 
by Mumthaz Abdul Rasheed (jersey 
number 8). The best five players of 
the tournament are;

   Mumthaz Abdul Rasheed – Team 
Finance

     Ahmed Abdulla – Team Finance

     Hassan Shuaib – P.P.T

     Ibrahim Fazeel – Team SOS

     Hassan Haneef – Team SOS

The top scorer of the tournament 
was awarded to Mumthaz Abdul 
Rasheed of Team Finance, with a total 
of 18 goals. 

The closing ceremony of the XL CRC 
Cup 16 was honored by the Minister 
for Youth and Sports Honorable 
Ahmed Zuhoor, as well as the 
Minister for Home Affairs Honorable 
Umar Naseer. 
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